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III. ELECTRONIC APPLICATION SUBMITTAL PROCESS 
 
In an effort to reduce the need to photocopy, package, and physically submit paper applications, the 2012 
Edition of the Match Program requires that applications be submitted electronically in PDF format using the 
MSRC Website.  We believe this benefits the applicant, the MSRC staff, and the environment.  As the online 
submittal process is a “new way of doing business” for both the MSRC and the project applicant, a tutorial has 
been developed to walk applicants step by step through the electronic application submittal process.   
 
The application that will be submitted as a PDF document is comprised of six (6) primary sections – these 
correspond to the Cover Letter, Certifications and application Parts A-D as described in the preceding section. 
 
Thus, a complete application will be comprised of the following five elements: 
 

1. Signed Cover Letter; 

2. Part A - Applicant Information 

3. Part B - Project Description/Statement of Work; 

4. Part C - Project Budget; 

5. Part D - Project Implementation Schedule; and 

6. Certifications. 
 

These six sections are to be compiled into a single PDF document for submittal to the MSRC Clean 
Transportation Funding Website.  Please note that ONLY PDF format can be accepted.  Microsoft Word 
documents cannot be accepted by the MSRC Website. 
 
The application submittal tutorial is available on the MSRC Website at www.cleantransportationfunding.org.  
Click the “scrolling text” to be directed to the step-by-step instructions.  The following is a quick overview of 
the process – details can be found on the MSRC Clean Transportation Funding website. 
 
Step 1: Applicant creates PDF version of their application 

Step 2: Applicant registers on the MSRC Clean Transportation Funding website.  Must enter First Name, Last 
 Name, Organization Name, Email, and Password 

Step 3: Applicant receives a Registration Confirmation e-mail message, and must click the link to confirm 
 their registration 

Step 4: Applicant logs in by entering their e-mail and password on registration page 

Step 5: Applicant selects Match Program solicitation from a drop-down list of those for which the MSRC is 
 currently accepting online submissions  

Step 6: Applicant clicks “Browse” button to browse their computer for document to upload 

Step 7: Applicant clicks check-box to acknowledge that they are submitting a proposal for the specific 
 solicitation selected and that they accept the Terms and Conditions 

Step 8: Applicant clicks “Upload” button 

Step 9: Submittal page shows confirmation code, date, and time, and applicant receives confirmation e-mail 
 with the same information 

 

http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/


MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ 
2012 Local Government Match Program 

  

 

 
35 

 



MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ 
2012 Local Government Match Program 

  

 

 
36 

SECTION IV: APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
 
 
DID YOU REMEMBER TO... 
 
 Include a Cover Letter signed by an individual authorized to contractually bind the submitting entity? 

 
 Complete and include PART A, “Applicant Information”? 

 
 Complete and include PART B, “Project Description/Statement of Work”?   

 
 Attach an 8 ½” x 11” Site Map/Plan to PART B, if applicable? 

 
 Complete and include PART C, “Project Budget”?  

 
 Complete and include PART D, “Project Implementation Schedule”, to your application?   

 
 Complete and include the Certification documents? 
 
  Prepare a PDF document of your complete application? 

 
 Review the Application Submittal Instructions at www.cleantransportationfunding.org?  Click the 

scrolling text or look for the link on the Proposal Process page to be directed to the application 
submittal tutorial! 

 
 Submit your application electronically?  The best date to submit your application is April 10th, 2012! 

 
 

 

http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 
 
The Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC) is pleased to announce 

the availability of Clean Transportation Funding™ to assist in the construction of Alternative 

Fuel Refueling Infrastructure within the South Coast Air Quality Management District. 

 

This funding opportunity has at its core the following goals and objectives: 

 Offer funding opportunities to most, if not all, entities interested in pursuing alternative fuel 

infrastructure projects, including public and private site owners, fleet owners, infrastructure 

providers, fuel providers, and school districts; 

 Provide incentives for the construction or expansion of alternative fuel refueling stations; 

 Provide an additional funding incentive for refueling stations that utilize CNG produced from 

renewable sources; 

 Offer incentives to fleets to upgrade their existing vehicle maintenance facilities to 

accommodate indoor maintenance of gaseous-fuel vehicles; 

 Support fleets purchasing alternative fuel vehicles in compliance with the South Coast 

AQMD Fleet Rules, or pursuing vehicle incentives under the South Coast AQMD Carl Moyer 

Program.  

 
To reduce the need to photocopy, package, and physically submit paper applications, the FY-

2011-‗12 Edition of the Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program requires that applications be 

submitted electronically in PDF format using the MSRC Website.  We believe this benefits 

the applicant, the MSRC staff, and the environment.  As the online submittal process is a ―new 

way of doing business‖ for both the MSRC and the project applicant, a tutorial has been 

developed to walk applicants step by step through the electronic application submittal process.  

This tutorial is available on the MSRC Website at www.cleantransportationfunding.org.  Click 

the ―scrolling text‖ or look for the link on the Proposal Process page to be directed to the step-

by-step instructions.   

 

The following Sections describe requirements for participation, guidelines for application 

preparation, as well as maximum incentive levels available as a function of the type of refueling 

infrastructure proposed and type of entity requesting funding assistance.  The Alternative Fuel 

Infrastructure Program is not a competition in the traditional sense.  Funding will be distributed 

on a first-come, first-served basis to applicants that satisfy specified project requirements.  

However, as funding is limited, the availability of funds cannot be guaranteed. 

 

MSRC staff members are available to answer questions and provide technical and 

programmatic guidance as appropriate during the entire application preparation period.  Please 

refer to Section 6 of this document for a list of MSRC Staff contacts. 

 
 

http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
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8. Funding Restrictions – MSRC funds cannot be used to fund the following project 

elements: 

 Alternative fuel refueling station maintenance or operations costs, including utility costs, 

or fuel purchase costs; 

 Purchase or lease of real property. 

 

9. Conflict of Interest - Address possible conflicts of interest with other clients affected by 

actions performed by the firm on behalf of the MSRC.  Although the applicant will not be 

automatically disqualified by reason of work performed for such firms, the MSRC reserves 

the right to consider the nature and extent of such work in evaluating the application.  

 

10. Certifications – All applicants must complete and submit the following Attachment H forms 

as an element of their Application (unless specifically exempted below): 

 Internal Revenue Service Form W-9 – Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and 

Certification.  If you are selected for an award, you cannot be established as a vendor 

without this information. 

 Campaign Contributions Disclosure.  This information must be provided at the time of 

application in accordance with California law.  You may be asked for an update when 

awards are considered. 

 Disadvantaged Business Certification.  The AQMD needs this information for their 

vendor database.  IT WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED IN THE DETERMINATION OF 

YOUR MSRC AWARD.  Governmental entities do not need to complete this form. 

11. Earliest Date for an MSRC-Funded Project to Commence – The release date of this 

Program Announcement, March 2, 2012, is the earliest date work on a project can 

commence and be potentially eligible for MSRC Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Funding.  

Any expenditures made in anticipation of an award and prior to execution of a contract are 

solely at the proposer‘s risk.  If no contract is executed, neither the MSRC nor South Coast 

AQMD are liable for payment of any funds expended in anticipation of a contract.  Please 

note that in the event a contract is executed, reimbursement for any costs incurred by the 

proposer in anticipation of the contract is at the discretion of the MSRC and South Coast 

AQMD. 

12. Project Implementation Schedules - Applicants are expected to provide a realistic project 

implementation schedule as an element of their application.  In order to ensure that MSRC 

funds are awarded to projects which are ready to proceed, the following requirements apply: 

 All stations are expected to be operational within 24 months of contract execution.  If a 

prospective applicant does not expect completion within this time frame, they should 

consider awaiting future funding opportunities. 

 In the event an application is awarded MSRC funds, the project implementation 

schedule will become an element of the contract. 

 Once a proposed contract is sent to the applicant for execution, the applicant must 

negotiate any requested changes and sign and return the contract within six months, or 
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contract negotiations will terminate and the award will be returned to the Discretionary 

Fund. 

 In the event a contractor is unable to meet project milestones and requires additional 

time, the MSRC reserves the right to administratively authorize a one-time extension to 

the period of performance, not to exceed an additional one (1) year.  No additional 

extensions to the contract period of performance will be granted. 

13. Additional Conditions on MSRC Funding 

 MSRC projects are funded on a ―site-specific‖ basis; that is, each project is evaluated 

with respect to its unique location.  Thus, applications that result in an award of MSRC 

funds are not allowed to change the project implementation location under any 

circumstances.  In the event the project location becomes unavailable, nonviable, or no 

longer cost-effective, either contract negotiations will terminate or the contract will 

terminate, as applicable. The award will then be returned to the Discretionary fund.  The 

contractor would be required to submit a new application for evaluation; 

 MSRC funds will be distributed on a reimbursement basis only upon completion of 

approved project tasks and submission of all required reports and invoices. 

 Recipients of MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ must guarantee that projects 

implemented under this Program will remain operational and in the approved location for 

a period of no less than five (5) years from the date the project is fully implemented.  For 

the purpose of refueling station construction, ―fully implemented‖ is defined as the date 

the refueling station initiates fueling operations; 

 Infrastructure projects funded under this Program Announcement are not eligible to 

receive additional funds under any other current MSRC Work Program solicitation; 

 Infrastructure projects that received MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ under a 

previous award are not eligible to seek additional funding for the same project; 

 MSRC funds are not intended to fund staff salaries or administrative costs.  Reasonable 

project management costs necessary to implement infrastructure projects are allowable; 

however, the MSRC reserves the right to reduce or delete program management costs 

that appear excessive; 

 All projects must include a media and community outreach component.  Acceptable 

outreach strategies may include, but are not limited to, a Grand Opening/project kickoff 

event, press releases, or press conference to highlight the project‘s accomplishments; 

 Finally, in accordance with state law, all projects awarded MSRC Clean Transportation 

Funding™ are subject to audit.  The provisions of the audit are discussed in the Sample 

Contact, included as Section 10 of this document.  It is highly recommended that 

bidders employ government acceptable standard accounting practices when 

administering their MSRC co-funded project. 
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SECTION 3 – PROJECT ELIGIBILITY AND INCENTIVE LEVELS 

Project Eligibility - The MSRC Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program offers incentives for a 

range of infrastructure types, including fast-fill stations, slow or time-fill stations, and limited-fill 

refueling apparatus.  The expansion of existing operational stations to accommodate growing 

throughput needs is also eligible, except that commercial entities whose business is the 

construction, operation, maintenance, or sale of fuel are not eligible to seek funding for the 

expansion or upgrade of their own stations, as these entities have an economic interest in 

keeping their own stations in an operable condition with sufficient throughput capacity. 

Projects must use new refueling station components - The relocation of existing alternative 

fuel refueling stations, or the reuse of components or equipment from existing stations, is 

prohibited.  Furthermore, exclusively private-access stations are not eligible for funding under 

this Program Announcement—see Limited Access definition, below.  Applications must identify 

at least one anchor fleet to use the station, and indicate the base number of vehicles committed 

to fuel at the station and/or the base throughput from that fleet.  Applications for station 

upgrades must provide documentation that the proposed project will result in increased station 

utilization and increased alternative fuel throughput. 

Maximum Incentive Levels – The maximum ―per facility‖ incentive awards under the MSRC‘s 

Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program are shown in Table 3-1.  In no case shall the MSRC 

funding award exceed 50% of the combined cost of the facility capital equipment, site 

construction, signage, and reasonable project management costs.  The incentive levels also 

vary as a function of the type of refueling infrastructure proposed and type of entity requesting 

funding assistance.  The following funding maximums apply for both new and expansion 

refueling station projects and fleet vehicle maintenance facility modification projects: 

Table 3-1:  Maximum ―Per Facility‖ MSRC Funding Levels 

 

Entity Fuels 
Limited 
Access 

Public 
Access 

Facility 
Modifications 

Renewable 
CNG 

Private  
Single Fuel  $100,000 $150,000  $75,000  $100,000  

Multi-fuel  $125,000  $175,000  $75,000  $100,000  

Public  Single Fuel  $175,000  $225,000  $75,000  $100,000  
 

 

For purposes of this Program Announcement, the following definitions apply: 

 Private Entity – An applicant which is not a Public Entity as defined below. 

 Public Entity – A government agency of any level, including but not limited to: 

municipal, county, State, Federal, special districts, and school districts. 

 Full Public Access – A ―Full Public Access‖ station is: 

− Open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week to any user; 
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− Equipped with a universal card reader system which accepts Visa, MasterCard, 

and/or American Express, at a minimum; and 

− Has capacity to dispense at least 3 gasoline gallon equivalents (GGE) per hour. 

 Limited Access – A Limited Access station does not meet one or more of the Full 

Public Access criteria above. However, the station owner must attest to their willingness 

to make arrangements for at least one other fleet to use the station, if approached by an 

interested fleet.  The ―other fleet‖ must be a separate legal entity from the station owner. 

The owner of a Limited Access station may place reasonable restrictions on the ―other 

fleet‘s‖ hours of access, etc. 

 Multi-Fuel – Station will be L/CNG, i.e. offering both CNG and LNG fuels.  

 Maintenance Facility Modifications - In addition to refueling stations, MSRC Clean 

Transportation Funding™ is available for the modification of existing facilities used for 

vehicle maintenance and repair.  Allowable facility modifications include, but are not 

necessarily limited to, the following: 

− Installation of building methane detection sensors; 

− Electrical shielding; 

− Heater element explosion proofing; 

− Gas evacuation and ventilation upgrades. 

 

 MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ levels for maintenance facility modifications are 

capped at a maximum of 50% of the project costs, not to exceed a maximum of $75,000 

per facility.   

 Renewable Natural Gas – Stations that utilize CNG produced from renewable sources 

(biogas) are eligible to receive an additional $100,000 incentive.  To qualify for this 

additional incentive, the facility must use greater than 50% renewable natural gas. 

 

Project applications that do not reasonably fit within the Eligible Project Categories outlined 

above will not be approved and will not be eligible to receive MSRC Clean Transportation 

Funding™.  The MSRC retains sole discretion when determining project eligibility.   

 

 

SECTION 4 - SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

The Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program will be conducted in accordance with the timeline 

shown in Table 4-1, below.  Project applications may be submitted at any time during the period 

commencing April 12, 2012 and ending September 28, 2012.  Please note that applications 

must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. on September 28, 2012.  All applications must be 

submitted electronically through the MSRC Clean Transportation Funding Website.  Late 

applications will not be evaluated and will not be eligible for MSRC funding. 
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Table 4-1 - Key Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program Dates 

Program Event Date 

Program Announcement Release March 2, 2012 

Application Submittal Period April 12 – September 28, 2012 

Latest Date/Time for Application Submittal September 28, 2012 @ 11:59 p.m. 

Application Evaluation & Award Consideration 
First-come, first-served (geographic 
funding minimums apply) 

 

 

SECTION 5 - APPLICATION PREPARATION & ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
A Project Application must be completed and electronically submitted under this Program.  As 

stated in the Introduction, only applications deemed complete will be evaluated and considered 

for a funding award.  Applications must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the 

instructions outlined below. 

 

1. Application Preparation – The following information must be included in all Applications 

seeking MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ under the Alternative Fuel Infrastructure 

Program: 

 

a) Cover letter - Transmittal of the Application must be accompanied by a cover letter.  

The letter should also provide the name, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail 

address of the contact person(s) for technical and contractual matters, and be signed by 

the person(s) authorized to contractually bind the applying entity. 

 
For joint Applications, the Proposer must include a statement confirming authorization to 

act on behalf of the other co-Proposers.  The Proposer must include a letter of support, 

including contact name and telephone/fax number, from all proposing entities of a joint 

Application. 

 

b) Attachments A-H - Applications must include the following completed Attachments, 

including all required supporting documentation as requested.  Application Templates 

and Instructions are included in Section 8 of this Request for Proposals; see page 13: 

 Attachment A: Proposer Information 

 Attachment B: Project Description & Technical Specifications 

 Attachment C: Project Cost Breakdown 

 Attachment D: Project Implementation Schedule 

 Attachment E: Memorandum of Understanding/Memorandum of Agreement 

 Attachment F: Utilization Estimates/Letters of Commitment 

 Attachment G: Federal Tax Credit Accounting 

 Attachment H: Certifications (W-9, DBE, Campaign Contribution Disclosure) 
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2. Electronic application submittal process 

 
In an effort to reduce the need to photocopy, package, and physically submit paper 

applications, the FY 2011-‘12 Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program requires that applications 

be submitted electronically in PDF format using the MSRC Website.  We believe this benefits 

the applicant, the MSRC staff, and the environment.  As the online submittal process is a ―new 

way of doing business‖ for both the MSRC and the project applicant, a tutorial has been 

developed to walk applicants step by step through the electronic application submittal process.   

 

The application that will be submitted as a PDF document is comprised of Nine (9) primary 

sections – these correspond to the Cover Letter and application Attachments A-H as described 

in the preceding section. 

 

Thus, a complete application will be comprised of the following nine elements: 

 

1. Signed Cover Letter; 

2. Attachment A: Proposer Information 

3. Attachment B: Project Description & Technical Specifications 

4. Attachment C: Project Cost Breakdown 

5. Attachment D: Project Implementation Schedule 

6. Attachment E: Memorandum of Understanding/Memorandum of Agreement 

7. Attachment F: Utilization Estimates/Letters of Commitment 

8. Attachment G: Federal Tax Credit Accounting 

9. Attachment H: Certifications 

a. W-9 Form 

b. Disadvantaged Business Certification Form 

c. Campaign Contribution Disclosure Form 

These nine sections, including Attachment H certifications, are to be compiled into a single 

PDF document for submittal to the MSRC Clean Transportation Funding Website.  Please 

note that ONLY PDF format can be accepted.  Microsoft Word documents cannot be 

accepted by the MSRC Website. 

 

The application submittal tutorial is available on the MSRC Website at 

www.cleantransportationfunding.org.  Click the “scrolling text” to be directed to the step-

by-step instructions.  The following is a quick overview of the process – details can be found 

on the MSRC Clean Transportation Funding website. 

 

Step 1: Applicant creates PDF version of their application. 

Step 2: Applicant registers on the MSRC Clean Transportation Funding website.  Must 

enter First Name, Last Name, Organization Name, Email, and Password. 

http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
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Step 3: Applicant receives a Registration Confirmation e-mail message, and must 

click the link to confirm their registration. 

Step 4: Applicant logs in by entering their e-mail and password on registration page. 

Step 5: Applicant selects Infrastructure Program solicitation from a drop-down list of 

those for which the MSRC is currently accepting online submissions. 

Step 6: Applicant clicks “Browse” button to browse their computer for document to 

upload. 

Step 7: Applicant clicks check-box to acknowledge that they are submitting a proposal 

for the specific solicitation selected and that they accept the Terms and 

Conditions. 

Step 8: Applicant clicks “Upload” button. 

Step 9: Submittal page shows confirmation code, date, and time, and applicant 

receives confirmation e-mail with the same information. 

 

Please note that the latest date and time to submit an application is September 28, 

2012 at 11:59 pm! 

 

3. Addenda – The Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee may modify the 

Program Announcement and/or issue supplementary information or guidelines relating to 

the Program Announcement during the Application preparation and acceptance period of 

March 2, 2012 to September 28, 2012.  Amendments will be posted on the MSRC website 

at www.CleanTransportationFunding.org.  

4. Application Modifications - Once submitted, Applications cannot be altered without the 

prior written consent of the Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee. 

 

5. Certificates of Insurance - Proposers are required to provide a statement that upon 

notification of award, a certificate(s) of insurance naming the SCAQMD as an additional 

insured will be provided within forty-five (45) days.  Entities that are self-insured are required 

to provide a statement to that effect in their application. 

 
 

SECTION 6 - IF YOU NEED HELP… 

This Program Announcement can be obtained by accessing the MSRC web site at 

www.CleanTransportationFunding.org.  MSRC staff members are available to answer questions 

during the Application acceptance period.  In order to help expedite assistance, please direct 

your inquiries to the applicable staff person, as follows: 

 For General and Administrative Assistance, please contact: 

Cynthia Ravenstein 

MSRC Contracts Administrator 

Phone: 909-396-3269 

E-mail:  Cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org  

http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
mailto:Cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org
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 For Technical Assistance, please contact: 

Ray Gorski 

MSRC Technical Advisor 

Phone: 909-396-2479 

E-mail: Ray@cleantransportationfunding.org  

 

 For Contractual Assistance, please contact: 

Dean Hughbanks 

AQMD Procurement Manager 

Phone: 909-396-2808 

E-mail: dhughbanks@aqmd.gov 

 

 

SECTION 7- APPLICATION EVALUATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS 

Applications will be evaluated as they are received to determine compliance with all mandatory 

requirements. Applications that do not comply with the stipulated requirements will be returned 

to the project applicant for revision and resubmission.  Any returned applications will lose their 

original submittal date and, if resubmitted, will be issued a new date upon receipt by the MSRC 

for purposes of disbursing funds on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Proposals deemed compliant will be forwarded to the MSRC Technical Advisory Committee 

(MSRC-TAC) for review and concurrence with staff‘s recommendation.  Applications 

recommended for approval by the MSRC-TAC will be forwarded to the MSRC for approval 

(applicants may be asked to provide an updated Campaign Contributions Disclosure form at 

this time).  Applications recommended for funding by the MSRC will be forwarded to the South 

Coast AQMD Governing Board for final approval. 

Upon receipt of Governing Board approval, the MSRC staff will prepare a contract for execution 

by the applicant.  The time period from AQMD Governing Board approval to contract execution 

is anticipated to be approximately one hundred twenty (120) days. 

mailto:Ray@cleantransportationfunding.org
mailto:dhughbanks@aqmd.gov


MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ 
FY 2011-‗12 Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program 

 13 

SECTION 8 - PROPOSAL ATTACHMENTS 

 

 
Attachment A: PROPOSAL SUMMARY INFORMATION 
 
A. Please provide the following Proposer information in the space provided:   

Business Name       

Division of:       

Subsidiary of:       

Website Address       

Type of Business       

 

Address 

      

      

City/Town       

State/Province       Zip       

Phone (     )      -          Ext                     Fax (     )      -      

Contact       Title       

E-mail Address       

Payment Name if 
Different 

      

 
 
B. Funding Request Summary: 

MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ Requested:  $____________________ 

Existing or Anticipated AQMD Funding Applied to Project:  $____________________ 

Other Co-Funding Applied to Project:    $____________________ 

     Total Project Cost:  $____________________ 
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Attachment B: PROJECT DESCRIPTION & TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Please provide the following information regarding the proposed alternative fuel refueling 
facility: 

1. Proposed Location – Please provide the street address of the proposed facility: 

2. Project Type (please check the appropriate box(s)): 

 New Station 

 Expansion of Existing, Operational Station 

 Modification of Existing Vehicle Maintenance Facility 

3. The proposed new/upgraded refueling station will be (please check the appropriate box): 

 Full Public Access (open to any user 24 hours per day, 7 days per week; equipped 

with universal card reader, and minimum dispensing capacity of 3 GGE per minute) 

 Limited Access (does not meet criteria of Full Public Access.  Applicant attests their 

willingness to make the station available to at least one other fleet) 

4. Fuel Type(s) – please check the appropriate box specifying the alternative fuel(s) proposed 

for the station: 

 CNG 

 LNG 

 L/CNG 

 > 50% Renewable CNG 

5. Site Owner – Owner of the real property upon which the station will be constructed: 

6. Station Operator – Entity that will operate and maintain the refueling facility: 

7. Infrastructure Vendor/Installation Contractor – Name of equipment vendor(s) and installation 

contractor(s), if known: 

8. Fuel Provider – Name of fuel vendor: 

9. Refueling Infrastructure Description/Technical Specification.  Please respond to a. or b. 

below, as appropriate: 

a. New Refueling Facility - Description must include, at a minimum: 

i. Site plan illustrating the proposed station‘s location on the property, including at a 

minimum the adjacent streets, entrance and exit locations, locations of dispenser 

islands, canopies, fuel storage tanks, compressors, walls and/or spill containment 

areas as appropriate; 





















http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/














http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/


http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
mailto:Ray@cleantransportationfunding.org
mailto:Cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org


mailto:dhughbanks@aqmd.gov














 

 

 
 

 

Alternative Fuel School Bus Incentive Program 
 

For Vendors of Alternative Fuel School Buses within the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Request for Qualifications 
 

Q2012-00 
 

 
March 2, 2012 



MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ 
2012 Alternative Fuel School Bus Incentives 

 

 2 

SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 
 
The MSRC is seeking qualified school bus vendors and/or authorized agents to participate in an 
Alternative Fuel School Bus Buy-down Incentive Program.  The program is intended to replace older, 
diesel or gasoline school buses with new, original equipment manufacturer (OEM) dedicated natural 
gas, liquefied petroleum gas (LPG, i.e. propane), or advanced technology alternative fuel or gasoline 
hybrid electric school buses.  The selected school bus vendor(s) will be able to offer a substantial vehicle 
price buy-down incentive to School Districts as a result of participation in this program.  For the purpose 
of this program, allowable funding recipients include public school districts located within the 
jurisdiction of the South Coast AQMD, as well as pupil transportation companies. 
 

NOTE:  School bus vendors who are under Contract with the South Coast 
AQMD/MSRC as of January 1, 2012, and participating in the MSRC Alternative 
Fuel School Bus Program do not have to respond to this Request for 
Qualifications unless  

 The vendor is seeking to add a new alternative fuel school bus to their 
existing list of qualified school buses. 

 
SECTION 2 - PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES 
 
The following guidelines, requirements, and conditions have been established and apply to all 
applicants: 
 
1. Available Funding - The MSRC has allocated up to $1,500,000 in MSRC Discretionary Funds for the 

Alternative Fuel School Bus Buy-down Program.  The MSRC reserves the right to increase the 
amount of total funding available.   

 
2. Incentive Levels – Vendors of alternative-fuel school buses that are deemed qualified to participate 

in the MSRC Program will be able to offer qualifying school districts the following incentives: 

 Full Size “Type D” CNG School Bus:    $45,000 per qualified bus; 

 Conventional Body LPG School Bus:    $25,000 per qualified bus; 

 Cutaway “Type A” CNG or LPG School Bus:   $15,000 per qualified bus; 

 Advanced Technology Gasoline Hybrid Electric School Bus: $25,000 per qualified bus. 
 
3. Program Timeframe - The Program will commence coincident with qualified vendor contract 

execution and end on December 31, 2012 or at such time that all MSRC incentive funds have been 
expended. 

 
4. Eligible Applicants – The MSRC intends to select one or more school bus vendors to participate in 

the program.  The minimum qualifications for participation include the following: 

 Contractor must be a manufacturer, authorized agent, dealer, etc. of school buses that meet 
the requirements of paragraph E., “Vehicle Requirements”, below; 
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 Contractor must be licensed to do business within the State of California; 

 Contractor must demonstrate financial stability and, as appropriate, sufficient manufacturing 
capability and capacity; 

 Contractor must provide written documentation confirming that Contractor is in good standing 
with the State Franchise Tax Board; 

 Contractor must provide documentation of past experience in marketing alternative-fuel school 
buses within the South Coast Air District jurisdiction; 

 Contractor must offer post-sale customer support. 
 
5. Vehicle Requirements - To qualify for MSRC alternative fuel school bus incentive funds, each vehicle 

must comply with the following requirements: 

 Vehicle must be configured with a factory installed, OEM, dedicated natural gas or LPG engine, 
or alternative fuel or gasoline hybrid electric drive train; 

 Engine or hybrid drive system must be certified by the California Air Resources Board; 

 Bus must be certified for the transport of school children by the California Highway Patrol; 

 Buses must offer a manufacturer’s warranty. 
 
In addition, eligible school buses must conform to all applicable standards, laws, and regulations in 
effect on the date of bus manufacture, including but not limited to: 

 Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS, 49 CFR); 

 Federal Highway Safety Program Guideline No. 17, Pupil Transportation Safety; 

 DOT-Baseline Advanced Design Transit Coach Specifications; 

 National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 52; 

 State of California Vehicle Code, CCR Title 13 (with the exception of Sections 930 through 936 
for CNG fuel systems already covered by NFPA Standard 52); 

 CCR, Title 5, Education Division 13, Chapter 4, School Buses; 

 California Air Resources Board. 
 
6. Roles & Responsibilities - The following paragraphs outline the roles and responsibilities of each 

participant in the MSRC-sponsored Alternative Fuel School Bus Buy-down Program.  Additional 
detail is provided in the Sample Contract.  Please refer to Section IX of this RFQ. 

 
 School Bus Vendor(s): 

 Actively market the availability of alternative fuel school bus incentives offered by the MSRC to 
all school Districts located within the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District; 

 At the point of sale or lease of a qualifying alternative fuel school bus to a qualified school 
district or school transportation provider, reduce the manufacturer’s suggested retail price by 
the MSRC-approved buy-down increment.  In the case of a bus lease, the capitalized cost of the 
bus should be reduced by the approved incentive amount.  Please note that the entire MSRC-
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approved buy-down amount should flow to the vehicle purchaser or lessee; no administrative 
fee is to be retained by the bus vendor. 

 Upon school bus delivery, submit an invoice to the South Coast AQMD requesting 
reimbursement of buy-down incentives expended.  The invoice must include the following 
information, at a minimum, for each school bus transacted: 

 Purchaser (school district or school transportation provider); 

 Documentation affirming that the bus will be operated primarily within the jurisdiction of 
the South Coast Air District; 

 Purchaser point of contact (name and telephone number); 

 Vehicle base price, options, total price, and final price including MSRC Buy-down Incentive; 

 Leasing Company (if applicable); 

 Bus make and model information; 

 Vehicle Identification Number (VIN); 

 Vehicle delivery date; 

 Dealership contact (name and telephone number). 
 
This information will be used to verify the sale or lease of qualifying buses prior to the disbursement of 
MSRC incentive funds.   
 
In addition, the school bus vendor should support the purchaser in removing from service the school 
bus being replaced.  The requirement of the MSRC is that the older vehicle be scrapped. 
 
MSRC/South Coast Air Quality Management District: 

 Upon receipt of a valid invoice requesting reimbursement of buy-down incentives, 
MSRC/SCAQMD staff will process the invoice and authorize payment of MSRC Discretionary 
Funds to the bus vendor.  The MSRC/SCAQMD normally provides reimbursement within 30 days 
of receipt of a complete and correct invoice. 

 
School District/Pupil Transportation Service Provider: 

 As a condition of receiving an alternative fuel bus at a reduced cost, the participating school 
district or transportation service provider will be required to sign a Participant Agreement.  The 
Participant Agreement will require that the vehicle accrue at least 85% of its mileage within the 
geographical bounds of the SCAQMD and that the vehicle must be kept in service for at least 
five years from the date the vehicle enters service. 

 If the bus is replacing an existing bus in the purchaser’s fleet, the replaced vehicle must be 
scrapped, including destruction of the engine and cutting of the frame rails upon delivery of the 
new vehicle. 

 
 Additional Requirements: 
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 Buses receiving MSRC buy-down incentives must be used primarily to transport children to and 
from school.  For the purpose of this solicitation, children include school grades kindergarten 
through high school; 

 Only buses that will be used primarily within the geographical jurisdiction of the South Coast Air 
District are entitled to receive MSRC buy-down incentive funds. 

 
 
SECTION 3 - QUALIFICATION PACKAGE REQUIREMENTS 
 
ALL RESPONSES TO THIS RFQ MUST CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS: 
 
1. Cover Letter - Transmittal of the proposal must specify the subject of the proposal, the RFQ 

number, and Bidder's name, address, and telephone/fax number.  The letter shall specify contact 
person(s) for technical and contractual matters, and be signed by the person(s) authorized to 
contractually bind the bidding entity. For joint proposals (from more than one entity) the bidder 
must include a statement confirming authorization to act on behalf of other co-bidders.  The bidder 
must include a letter of support or memorandum of understanding, including project contact name, 
telephone and fax number, from all proposing entities of a joint proposal. 

 
2. Summary Sheet - Provide basic information in the space provided.  The summary sheet form is 

included in this RFQ as Attachment A. 
 
3. Certifications – All applicants must complete and submit the following Attachment B forms as an 

element of their Application (unless specifically exempted below): 

 Internal Revenue Service Form W-9 – Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and 
Certification.  If you are selected for an award, you cannot be established as a vendor without 
this information. 

 Disadvantaged Business Certification.  The AQMD needs this information for their vendor 
database.  IT WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED IN THE DETERMINATION OF YOUR MSRC AWARD.  
Governmental entities do not need to complete this form. 

4. Vendor Qualifications - Please provide detailed information relative to each of the following topics: 
 

A. Manufacturer/Authorized Agent/Dealer Status: Provide documentation confirming that 
proposer is an authorized agent or dealer of qualifying school buses.  In addition, please: 

i) Certify that proposer is licensed to do business in the State of California, and is a legal entity 
capable of entering into contracts within the State of California; 

ii) Provide written evidence that proposer is in good standing with the California Franchise Tax 
Board. 

 
B. School Bus Data:  For each bus model recommended to receive the buy-down incentive, please 

provide the following information: 

i) Vehicle Technical Specifications, including engine and fuel system specifications; 

ii) Vehicle Pricing Information, including base price and option prices; 

iii) Vehicle Warranty Information, including location of service centers; 

iv) Product availability, anticipated time between initial order and vehicle delivery; 

v) California Air Resources Board (CARB) Executive Order/Engine Certification documentation. 
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In addition, the proposer shall certify that the recommended buses comply with all applicable 
State and Federal laws, regulations, and standards as discussed in Section I.E., “Vehicle 
Requirements”, and are legal for operation in California for the purpose of transporting school 
children. 

 
C. Experience and Past Performance:   Proposer should document past relevant experience in the 

marketing, outreach, sale, lease, and customer support of alternative fuel school buses within 
the South Coast Air District.  Also, provide details of any previous contracts or participation in 
programs sponsored by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), Mobile 
Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC), or California Energy Commission/AB 
35 School Bus Program. 

 
D. Marketing & Outreach Capabilities and Plans:  Describe previous marketing and outreach efforts 

to promote use of alternative fuel school buses within the South Coast Air District.  Describe the 
approach for providing marketing and outreach in support of the MSRC’s Alternative Fuel 
School Bus Buy-down Program, especially as it relates to ensuring that all areas of the South 
Coast Air District are made aware of, and have equal access to, MSRC incentive funds. 

 
E. Post-Sale Customer Support:  Describe policies and business practices relative to post-sale 

customer support, including vehicle service, handling of warranty claims, issue resolution, 
dispute mediation, etc. 

 
5. Project Organization - Describe the business organization proposed to support the MSRC 

Alternative Fuel School Bus Buy-down Program.  This should include key personnel and 
subcontractors as appropriate. 

 
6. Conflict of Interest - Address possible conflicts of interest with other clients affected by actions 

performed by the firm on behalf of the MSRC.  Although the bidder will not be automatically 
disqualified by reason of work performed for such firms, the MSRC reserves the right to consider 
the nature and extent of such work in evaluating the proposal. 

 
 
SECTION 4 - SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
The vendor qualifications process will be conducted in accordance with the timeline illustrated in Table 
4-1, below.  Reponses to this RFQ may be submitted at any time during the six-week period 
commencing March 2, 2012 and ending April 17, 2012.  Please note that qualifications must be received 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 17, 2012.   
 
 

Table 4-1 - Key Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Program Dates 

Program Event Date 

Request for Qualifications Release March 2, 2012 

Latest Date/Time for Qualifications Submittal April 17th  @ 5:00 p.m. 
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SECTION 5 – QUALIFICATIONS PREPARATION & SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
A Qualifications Package must be submitted for participation consideration under this Program.  
Qualifications Packages must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the instructions outlined 
below. 
 
1. Qualification Package Submittal Instructions – Alternative fuel school bus vendors seeking 

participation in the Incentive Program must submit one (1) original Application and three (3) copies 
(total of four) in a sealed envelope, marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name and 
address of the applicant and the words “Q2012-00, Alt-Fuel School Bus Program”.  The original 
Qualifications Package should be submitted unbound on white, 8 ½” x 11” recycled paper.  When 
possible, any plans, diagrams, etc. should be affixed to standard size paper to facilitate 
reproduction.  The last date and time to submit is April 17, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.  All Qualifications 
Packages should be directed to: 

 
Procurement Unit 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765 

 
In addition to the paper qualifications package, applicants must also submit an electronic copy of 
their package in either PDF format or Microsoft Word.  This may be provided via e-mail or CD-ROM 
at the convenience of the Applicant.  Over-sized attachments, such as site drawings, etc. are not 
required to be included in the electronic copy if inclusion would be problematic.  E-mailed 
electronic Application copies should be sent to either cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org or 
ray@cleantransportationfunding.org; CD-ROM disks should be sent in care of the Procurement Unit 
at the street address listed above. 
 
Please note that the Qualifications Package is only deemed “received” when the four (4) complete 
paper copies are submitted in accordance with the above instructions - submittal of an electronic 
Application only does not constitute receipt by the South Coast AQMD.  In addition, please note that 
faxed packages will not be accepted. 

 
3. Addenda – The Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee may modify the Request 

for Qualifications and/or issue supplementary information or guidelines relating to the Request for 
Qualifications during the preparation and acceptance period commencing March 2, 2012 and 
ending April 17, 2012.  Amendments will be posted on the MSRC website at 
www.cleantransportationfunding.org. 

4. Application Modifications - Once submitted, Qualifications Packages cannot be altered without the 
prior written consent of the Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee. 

5. Certificates of Insurance - Applicants are required to provide a statement that upon notification of 
award, a certificate(s) of insurance naming the SCAQMD as an additional insured will be provided 
within forty-five (45) days.  Entities that are self-insured are required to provide a statement to that 
effect in their application. 

 
 

mailto:rgorski@aqmd.gov
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SECTION 6 - IF YOU NEED HELP… 
 
This Request for Qualifications can be obtained by accessing the MSRC web site at 
www.cleantransportationfunding.org.  MSRC staff members are available to answer questions during 
the qualifications package preparation and acceptance period.  In order to help expedite assistance, 
please direct your inquiries to the applicable staff person, as follows: 
 

 For General and Administrative Assistance, please contact: 
Cynthia Ravenstein 
MSRC Program Administrator 
Phone: 909-396-3269 
E-mail:  Cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org  

 
 For Technical Assistance, please contact: 

Ray Gorski 
MSRC Technical Advisor 
Phone: 909-396-2479 
E-mail: Ray@cleantransportationfunding.org  
 

 For Contractual Assistance, please contact: 

Dean Hughbanks 
AQMD Procurement Manager 
Phone: 909-396-2808 
E-mail: dhughbanks@aqmd.gov 

 
 
SECTION 7- QUALIFICATIONS EVALUATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS 

The following evaluation criteria form the basis upon which qualifications scoring and selection will be 
conducted.  The maximum score available is 100 points.  To be considered for qualified vendor status, a 
minimum score of 70 points is required.  Please note that the MSRC retains sole authority as to the 
determination of vendor qualification. 
 
 
1.  SCHOOL BUS PRODUCT LINE/PRODUCT AVAILABILITY: 
 
Maximum Points Available: 40 points 
 
As discussed in RFP Section III, Subsections 4.A and 4.B, school bus manufacturers or vendors desiring to 
participate in the MSRC-sponsored program must describe the dedicated alternative fuel school bus 
product line offered for sale within the SCAQMD region.  Also, the proposer should address product 
availability and delivery timetable issues.  Based upon this information, the MSRC-TAC Evaluation 
Subcommittee will award points based upon the quality and availability of the proposer’s product line, 
and viability of the proposer as a business entity. 
 

 
2. EXPERIENCE AND PAST PERFORMANCE IN MARKETING, SELLING/LEASING, AND SUPPORTING 

ALTERNATIVE FUEL SCHOOL BUSES: 
 

http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
mailto:Cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org
mailto:Ray@cleantransportationfunding.org
mailto:dhughbanks@aqmd.gov


MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ 
2012 Alternative Fuel School Bus Incentives 

 

 9 

Maximum Points Available: 30 points 
 
As described in RFP Section III, Subsection 4.C., proposers should discuss previous relevant experience in 
the marketing, outreach, sale, lease, and customer support of alternative fuel school buses within the 
SCAQMD region.  Also, proposers should provide details of previous contracts with, or participation in, 
programs sponsored by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), Mobile Source Air 
Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC), or California Energy Commission/AB 35 School Bus 
Program.  The MSRC-TAC Evaluation Subcommittee will award points based upon the proposer’s 
documented experience and performance. 
 
 
3.  MARKETING AND OUTREACH PLAN: 
 
Maximum Points Available: 30 points 
 
As discussed in RFQ Section III, Subsection 4.D., all proposers are requested to include a Marketing & 
Outreach Capabilities and Plans discussion as an element of their proposal.  The Plan should describe 
the approach for providing marketing and outreach in support of the MSRC’s Alternative Fuel School 
Bus Incentive Program, especially as it relates to ensuring that all areas of the South Coast Air District 
are made aware of, and have equal access to, MSRC incentive funds.  Following a comprehensive review 
of the Plan, the MSRC-TAC evaluators will assign a score based upon the innovativeness, thoroughness, 
and quality of the information provided. 
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SECTION 8 - APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS 

 

 
Attachment A: APPLICATION SUMMARY INFORMATION 
 
A. Please provide the following applicant information in the space provided:   

Business Name       

Division of:       

Subsidiary of:       

Website Address       

Type of Business       

 

Address 

      

      

City/Town       

State/Province       Zip       

Phone (     )      -          Ext                     Fax (     )      -      

Contact       Title       

E-mail Address       

Payment Name if 
Different 
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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 

The Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC) is pleased to announce a new Clean 
Transportation Funding™ program to encourage owners of existing, older diesel and alternative fuel heavy-
duty vehicles within the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) to re-power their vehicles 
with new, lower-emitting alternative fuel engines. 

Significant levels of NOx reduction have been achieved in California Air Resources Board (CARB)-certified 
alternative fuel heavy-duty engines over the past decade.  For example, a heavy-duty compressed natural gas 
engine purchased in model year 2004 had a NOx + NMHC certification level of 1.7 g/bhp-hr.  In contrast, new 
2012 heavy-duty natural engines have CARB certifications as low as 0.1 g/bhp-hr.  Thus, significant reductions 
in ozone precursor emissions can be realized by replacing an older alternative fuel engine with a new 
alternative fuel engine. 

This Program Announcement offers incentives to owners of diesel or alternative fuel on-road heavy-duty 
vehicles who re-power their existing vehicles with new alternative fuel engines that are certified at or below 
0.2 g/bhp-hr NOx.  The following Sections describe eligibility requirements to participate in this incentive 
program, as well as guidelines for application preparation.  Also, MSRC staff members are available to answer 
questions and provide technical guidance as appropriate during the entire application preparation period.  
Please refer to Section 6 of this document for a list of MSRC Staff contacts. 

 
SECTION 2 – ELIGIBLE ENGINES & INCENTIVE LEVELS 

1. Eligible Engines - The MSRC’s On-Road Heavy-duty Alternative Fuel Engine Program offers eligible 
participants incentives for the re-power of existing heavy-duty trucks and buses with new dedicated 
alternative fuel engines certified by CARB at or below a NOx standard of 0.2 g/bhp-hr and PM standard of 
0.01 g/bhp-hr.  For the purpose of this Program Announcement, eligible alternative fuels include: 

 Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 

 Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 

 Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG, i.e., HD-5 or HD-10 propane) 

 Hydrogen (H2) 

 Electricity (e.g., conversion to battery electric) 

2. FEL Engines – Engines certified by CARB under a Family Emissions Level (FEL) and used in emissions 
banking and trading programs are not eligible to receive MSRC Incentives.  Only non-FEL engines are 
eligible to receive MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™. 

3. Incentive Level - The total amount of FY 2011-‘12 MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ allocated for this 
Program is $2.0M.  The incentive level for the re-power of existing vehicles with a qualifying 0.2 gram or 
cleaner alternative fuel engine has been set at the actual incremental cost of the alternative fuel engine 
and installation, not to exceed a maximum of $25,000 per qualifying vehicle.  For the purpose of this 
Program Announcement, “Incremental Cost” is defined as the cost of purchasing the new engine and 
performing the re-power, minus any funding contributions from other Federal, State, or Local public 
agencies.  This includes, but is not limited to, funding from the South Coast AQMD, State of California Prop 
1B or Prop 118, and Federal CMAQ, stimulus funding, Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding, etc. 

Funding is available on a first-come, first-served basis to applicants proposing qualifying projects.  For the 
purpose of this Program, all qualified project applications received on or before 5:00 p.m. on the first day 
of the Application Acceptance Period, April 5, 2012, will be deemed received at the same time.  In the 
event the Program is oversubscribed following receipt of first-day applications, MSRC funds will be 
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distributed on a pro rata share basis to qualified project applications.  Please note that the Geographic 
Funding Minimums discussed below will take precedence in the event funding must be pro-rated.  
Qualifying applications received after 5:00 p.m. on April 5, 2012 will be funded in the order of receipt.   

In the event meritorious project applications are received totaling greater than the current funding 
allocation of $2.0M, the MSRC reserves the right to increase the amount of total funding available.  Please 
note that as MSRC funding is limited, the availability of funding cannot be guaranteed.  In contrast, if total 
requests are less than the amount currently allocated, or if applications are deemed non-meritorious, the 
MSRC reserves the right to reduce the total funding available and reallocate funds to other Work Program 
categories. 

Please note that the source of MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ for projects submitted in response 
to this solicitation is motor vehicle registration fees collected by the California Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) in accordance with the California Health and Safety Code.  Thus, the availability of MSRC 
Clean Transportation Funding™ is contingent upon the timely receipt of funds from the DMV.  Neither the 
MSRC nor South Coast AQMD can guarantee the collection or remittance of registration fees by the DMV. 

 
SECTION 3 – PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS & PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

1. Qualifying Vehicles – Vehicles proposed for re-power must be on-road heavy-duty vehicles equipped with 
a model year 2005 or older engine.  For the purpose of this Program Announcement, the vehicle must 
have a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 14,001 pounds or greater and be licensed by the State of 
California for use on the highway; 

2. In-District Vehicle Operations Requirement – Each vehicle must accrue at least 85% of its annual mileage 
or engine hours of operation within the geographical boundaries of the SCAQMD.  If the proposed vehicle 
does not satisfy this requirement, the maximum incentive amount available from the MSRC will be 
discounted.  The discounted value shall equal the percentage of annual vehicle miles or vehicle hours of 
operation accrued in the SCAQMD jurisdiction multiplied by the maximum award amount the vehicle 
would have been eligible for had 100% of operations accrued within the SCAQMD; 

3. Eligible Applicants – Entities that own and operate heavy-duty trucks and buses within the geographical 
jurisdiction of the South Coast AQMD are eligible to participate in the Program.  Although applications 
may be prepared and submitted by a third party on behalf of an eligible vehicle owner, the contract 
signatory and MSRC funding recipient must be the owner of the vehicle utilizing the low emission 
alternative fuel engine; 

5. Geographic Funding Minimum – The MSRC has established a Geographical Funding Minimum for each 
county within the AQMD.  The geographical funding minimum amount has been set at $250,000 per 
county.  This funding set-aside guarantees a minimum level of funding for each county to participate in 
this program.  At the end of the application submittal period, June 1, 2012, if any county has funds 
remaining in its geographical minimum, these funds will be made available to qualifying projects from any 
other county in order of receipt; 

6. Maximum Funding – To ensure broad-based participation, the maximum total funding award to any entity 
under this solicitation shall not exceed 30% of the total Available Funding.  This maximum funding 
restriction can be waived by the MSRC in the event the MSRC does not receive meritorious Applications 
from other bidders that meet or exceed 70% of the total available funds or if the MSRC allocates 
additional funds to the program.   The MSRC reserves the right to determine which projects, if any, are 
deemed meritorious and warrant a Clean Transportation Funding™ award. 
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7. Funding Restrictions – The following funding restrictions have been imposed by the MSRC: 

 Incentives received from the South Coast AQMD Carl Moyer Program may not be comingled with 
Clean Transportation Funding from the MSRC for the purpose of re-powering a vehicle; 

 MSRC funds must be applied towards the capital purchase and installation costs of a qualifying 
alternative fuel engine only.  Under no circumstances shall MSRC funds be applied towards the 
purchase of fuel, or used to offset vehicle operations or maintenance costs. 

8. Earliest Date for an MSRC-Funded Project to Commence – The release date of this Program 
Announcement, March 2, 2012, is the earliest date work on a project can commence and be potentially 
eligible for MSRC funding.  Any expenditures made in anticipation of an award and prior to execution of a 
contract are solely at the proposer’s risk.  If no contract is executed, neither the MSRC nor South Coast 
AQMD is liable for payment of any funds expended in anticipation of a contract.  Please note that in the 
event a contract is executed, reimbursement for any costs incurred by the proposer in anticipation of the 
contract is at the discretion of the MSRC and South Coast AQMD. 

9. Additional Conditions on MSRC Funding 

 The existing vehicle engine must be scrapped following the re-power; 

 MSRC funds will be distributed on a reimbursement basis only upon completion of approved project 
tasks and submission of all required reports and invoices; 

 Recipients of MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ must guarantee that projects implemented under 
this Program will remain operational and in the geographical jurisdiction of the South Coast AQMD for 
a period of no less than five (5) years from the date an MSRC co-funded vehicle enters service; 

 MSRC funds are not intended to fund staff salaries or administrative costs;  

 The purchase of alternative fuel engines under this Program Announcement must not be required by, 
or in fulfillment of, any local or state law, rule, or regulation.  Please note that entities are eligible to 
participate and receive MSRC incentives if the proposed engine(s) are certified by CARB to an emission 
standard stricter than that required by any applicable local or state law, rule, or regulation and thus go 
“above and beyond” mandated requirements; 

 Finally, in accordance with state law, all projects awarded MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ are 
subject to audit.  The provisions of the audit are discussed in the Sample Contract, included as Section 
9 of this document.  It is highly recommended that bidders employ standard accounting practices 
when administering their MSRC co-funded project. 

 
 
SECTION 4 - SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

The Heavy-Duty On-Road Alternative Fuel Engine Program will be conducted in accordance with the timeline 
illustrated in Table 4-1, below.  Applications may be submitted during the approximately seven-week period 
commencing April 5, 2012 and ending June 1, 2012.  Please note that applications must be received no later 
than 5:00 p.m. on June 1, 2012.  Late applications will not be evaluated and will not be eligible for MSRC 
funding. 
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Table 4-1 - Key On-Road Heavy-Duty Alternative Fuel Engine Program Dates 

Program Event Date 

Program Announcement Release 

First Date to Submit Application 

March 2, 2012 

April 5, 2012 

Latest Date/Time for Application Submission June 1, 2012 @ 5:00 p.m. 

 
 
SECTION 5 - APPLICATION PREPARATION & SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
An application must be submitted in order to participate in the On-Road Heavy-Duty Vehicle Alternative Fuel 
Engine Program.  The following instructions are intended to assist the applicant in preparing an application for 
funding consideration. 
 
A. APPLICATION PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Cover Letter - Transmittal of the application must specify the subject of the application, the Program 

Announcement number, and applicant’s name, address, telephone number and e-mail address.  The letter 
shall specify contact person(s) for technical and contractual matters, and be signed by the person(s) 
authorized to contractually bind the bidding entity. For joint applications (from more than one entity) the 
bidder must include a statement confirming authorization to act on behalf of other co-bidders.  The bidder 
must include a letter of support or memorandum of understanding, including project contact name, 
telephone, and e-mail address, from all proposing entities of a joint application. 
 

2. Application Attachments - In an effort to reduce the paperwork burden on applicants, a template based 
application format has been provided for the On-Road Alternative Fuel Engine Program applications.  The 
template forms are designed to be self-explanatory and should prove straightforward to complete.  The 
Forms are included as Attachment A to this Program Announcement.  Questions should be directed to the 
appropriate MSRC staff representative listed in Section 6. 
 

3. Conflict of Interest - Address possible conflicts of interest with other clients affected by actions performed 
by the firm on behalf of the MSRC.  Although the bidder will not be automatically disqualified by reason of 
work performed for such firms, the MSRC reserves the right to consider the nature and extent of such 
work in evaluating the application. AS PART OF YOUR APPLICATION, CERTIFY THAT YOU ARE A LEGAL 
ENTITY CAPABLE OF ENTERING INTO CONTRACTS WITHIN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

 
4. Certifications – All applicants must complete and submit the following forms, located in Section 9, as an 

element of their Application (unless specifically exempted below): 

 Internal Revenue Service Form W-9 – Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification.  If 
you are selected for an award, you cannot be established as a vendor without this information. 

 Campaign Contributions Disclosure.  This information must be provided at the time of application in 
accordance with California law.  You may be asked for an update when awards are considered. 

 Disadvantaged Business Certification.  The AQMD needs this information for their vendor database.  IT 
WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED IN THE DETERMINATION OF YOUR MSRC AWARD.  Governmental entities 
do not need to complete this form. 
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5. Certificates of Insurance - Bidders are required to provide a statement that upon notification of award, a 
certificate(s) of insurance naming the SCAQMD as an additional insured will be provided within forty-five 
(45) days.  Entities that are self-insured are required to provide a statement to that effect in their 
application.   

 
B. APPLICATION SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Signature - Application Cover Letters must be signed by an authorized representative of the bidder. 
 
2. Due Date - Applicants must submit one (1) original Application and three (3) copies (total of four) in a 

sealed envelope, marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name and address of the applicant and 
the words “PA2012-00, On-Road Alternative Fuel Engine Program”.  The original Application should be 
submitted on white, 8 ½” x 11” recycled paper.  When possible, any plans, diagrams, etc. should be affixed 
to standard size paper to facilitate reproduction.  The last date and time to submit is June 1, 2012 at 5:00 
p.m.  All Applications should be directed to: 

 
Procurement Unit 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765 

 
In addition to the paper Application, applicants must also submit an electronic copy of their Application in 
either PDF format or Microsoft Word.  This may be provided via e-mail or CD-ROM. E-mailed electronic 
Application copies should be sent to either cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org or 
ray@cleantransportationfunding.org; CD-ROM disks should be sent in care of the Procurement Unit at the 
street address listed above. 

 
Please note that the Application is only deemed “received” when the four (4) complete paper copies are 
submitted in accordance with the above instructions - submittal of an electronic Application only does not 
constitute receipt by the AQMD.  In addition, please note that faxed Applications will not be accepted. 

 
3. Addenda - The MSRC may issue supplementary information or guidelines relative to this RFP during the 

application preparation period of March 2, 2012 to June 1, 2012. 
 
4. Grounds for Rejection - An application may be immediately rejected if: 

 It is received at any time after the exact date and time set for receipt of applications; 

 It is not prepared in the format described; or 

 It is not signed by an individual authorized to represent the proposing entity. 
 
5. Disposition of Applications - The MSRC reserves the right to reject any or all applications.  All responses 

become the property of MSRC.  One copy of the application shall be retained for AQMD files.  Additional 
copies and materials will be returned only if requested and at the applicant’s expense. 

 
6. Modification or Withdrawal - Once submitted, applications cannot be altered without the prior written 

consent of MSRC.  All applications shall constitute firm offers and may not be withdrawn for a period of 
ninety (90) days following the last day to accept applications. 

 

mailto:ray@cleantransportationfunding.org
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SECTION 6 - IF YOU NEED HELP… 
 
This Program Announcement can be obtained by accessing the MSRC web site at 
www.cleantransportationfunding.org.  MSRC staff members are available to answer questions during the 
Application acceptance period.  In order to help expedite assistance, please direct your inquiries to the 
applicable staff person, as follows: 
 

 For General and Administrative Assistance, please contact: 
Cynthia Ravenstein 
MSRC Program Administrator 
Phone: 909-396-3269 
E-mail: cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org    

 
 For Technical Assistance, please contact: 

Ray Gorski 
MSRC Technical Advisor 
Phone: 909-396-2479 
E-mail: ray@cleantransportationfunding.org 
 

 For Contractual Assistance, please contact: 

Dean Hughbanks 
AQMD Procurement Manager 
Phone: 909-396-2808 
E-mail: dhughbanks@aqmd.gov 

 
 
SECTION 7 - APPLICATION EVALUATION & APPROVAL PROCESS 

Applications will be evaluated in order of receipt.  An Application is deemed “received” when it has been 
screened by members of the MSRC staff or MSRC-TAC and deemed complete.  Only complete Applications will 
receive further evaluation and consideration of a potential MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ award.   
 
Applications deemed complete will be forwarded to an Evaluation Subcommittee comprised of members of 
the MSRC Technical Advisory Committee (MSRC-TAC).  Candidate vehicles will be evaluated individually 
against the requirements established by the MSRC and discussed in Sections 2 and 3, above.  Applications 
that, in the opinion of the MSRC and their Technical Advisory Committee, adequately satisfy the objectives 
delineated in this Program Announcement will be considered for a funding award.  Upon receipt of final MSRC 
and AQMD Governing Board approval, the MSRC Staff will prepare a contract for execution by the applicant.  
The time period from AQMD Governing Board approval to contract execution is anticipated to be 
approximately one-hundred twenty (120) days. 
 
Applications deemed unsatisfactory or insufficient during either initial screening or MSRC-TAC Subcommittee 
evaluation will be returned to the Applicant with an explanation of corrective actions required.  Any returned 
Applications will lose their original submittal date and, if resubmitted, will be issued a new date.  The MSRC 
retains sole discretion as to which Applications, if any, are deemed meritorious and deserving of an award of 
Clean Transportation Funding™.  In addition, the MSRC reserves the right to award funding in an amount less 
than the Applicant’s requested amount.  Applications deemed incomplete, or complete but non-meritorious, 
will not be funded under any circumstances.  

http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
mailto:Cynthia@cleantransportationfunding.org
mailto:rgorski@aqmd.gov
mailto:dhughbanks@aqmd.gov
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SECTION 8 - APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS 
 
 

ATTACHMENT A: APPLICATION FORMS 
 

 
FORM 1: APPLICATION SUMMARY INFORMATION 

 
A. Please provide the following applicant information in the space provided:   

Business Name       

Division of:       

Subsidiary of:       

Website Address       

Type of Business       

 

Address 
      

      

City/Town       

State/Province       Zip       

Phone (     )      -          Ext                     Fax (     )      -      

Contact       Title       

E-mail Address       

Payment Name if 
Different 

      

 
 
B. Funding Request Summary: 

MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ Requested:  $____________________ 

Existing or Anticipated AQMD Funding Applied to Project: $____________________ 

Other Co-Funding Applied to Project:    $____________________ 

     Total Project Cost: $____________________ 
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FORM 2: VEHICLE INFORMATION  

RE-POWER OF EXISTING HEAVY-DUTY VEHICLES: Please provide the requested information for each EXISTING 
VEHICLE proposed for re-power with a qualifying 0.2 g/bhp-hr NOx or cleaner certified alternative fuel heavy-
duty engine: 

 

Quantity of this Type of Vehicle to be Re-powered  

Vehicle Manufacturer & Model  

Model Year  

Existing Engine Manufacturer & Model  

Existing Engine Model Year  

Existing Engine Fuel Type (CNG or LNG)  

Existing Engine Horsepower  

Existing Engine Certification Level  

Replacement Engine Manufacturer & Model  

Replacement Engine Model Year  

Replacement Engine Fuel Type (CNG or LNG)  

Replacement Engine Certification Level  

Estimated Annual Mileage  

Estimated Annual Fuel Consumption  

Percent of Vehicle Operation within SCAQMD  

Estimated Vehicle Life  

Estimated Cost to Purchase and Install Replacement Engine  

Funding from Other Public Agencies (FTA, CMAQ, SCAQMD, etc.)  

Funding Requested Per Vehicle ($40,000 per vehicle maximum)  
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FORM 3: PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

 

Please provide, either in the space outlined below or separate attached sheet, a Milestone Schedule for your 
proposed heavy-duty vehicle project. Milestones may include, but are not limited to, project kickoff meetings, 
procurement timelines, projected vehicle delivery dates, acceptance testing, progress reports, interim reports, 
final reports, and project review meetings.   

 

PROJECT MILESTONE START DATE COMPLETION 

Example: Task 1 – Order Vehicles Authority to Proceed (ATP) + 
one month 

ATP + 6 months 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
 
 
 

 



2/2/12 MSRC-TAC Meeting 

AGENDA ITEM #14 
 

2012 Clean Fuels/Clean Technologies Conference Calendar 



Clean Fuels and Clean Technologies 

Conference Calendar for 2012-13 

 

February 2012 

Jan30-Feb1 15
th
 Annual Energy, Utility & Environmental Conference, Phoenix, AZ. Website: 

http://www.euec.com/index.aspx 

Jan30-Feb1 Climate Leadership Conference, Fort Lauderdale, FL. Website: 
www.climateleadershipconference.org  

Feb 1-2 12
th
 Annual California Maritime Leadership Symposium, Sacramento, CA. Website: 

www.maritimesymposium.com  

Feb 3 Environmental Justice and Air Pollution: What Does It Mean to Our Community?, 
Los Angeles, CA. Website: 
http://www.haafii.org/Upcoming_Conferences.html?utm_source=General&utm_ca
mpaign=34930df9a9-Jan_2012_Enews&utm_medium=email 

Feb 3 Fuel, Funding, Equipment, Training & Resources for Natural Gas Trucks, Long 
Beach, CA. For more information, call (310) 573-8555. 

Feb 6 Healthy Communities Forum: Walking, Biking, Electric Driving - What are the 
health benefits?, San Jose, CA. Website: 
http://healthycommunitiesforum.weebly.com/?utm_source=General&utm_campaig
n=34930df9a9-Jan_2012_Enews&utm_medium=email  

Feb 6-10 Advanced Automotive Battery Conference “AABC 2012,” Orlando, FL. Website: 
http://www.advancedautobat.com/conferences/automotive-battery-conference-
2012/index.html  

Feb 21-23 SAE 2012 Hybrid Vehicle Technologies and One Day Electronic Vehicle Symposium, 
San Diego, CA. Website: www.sae.org/hybrid 

Feb 22 CalHEAT Annual Forum 2012, Stockton, CA. Website: 
https://conference.stagedrightevents.com/Registration/default.aspx?id=QrMT6idQdkGne
k1AHg3qdw 

Feb 22-24 National Ethanol Conference, “Accelerating Industry Innovation,” Orlando, FL. 
Website: http://www.nationalethanolconference.com/  

Feb 23 Valley Go Green Summit, Creative Solutions for a Sustainable Future, Tulare, CA. 
Website: 
http://usgbccc.org/vgg.html?utm_source=General&utm_campaign=34930df9a9-
Jan_2012_Enews&utm_medium=email 

Feb 26-27 Upwind-Downwind Conference 2012: Unlikely Partners, Ontario, Canada. Website: 
http://www.cleanair.hamilton.ca/default.asp?id=42  

March 2012 

Mar 5-6 2012 Green Truck Summit, Indianapolis, IN. Website: 
http://www.calstart.org/events/calstart-events/Green-Truck-Summit.aspx  

Mar 9 2012 Southern California Transportation & Logistics Summit, Ontario, CA. Website: 
www.tlsummit.org  

Mar 19-21 Energy Biz Leadership Forum, “Harnessing Disruption, Navigating Risk & 
Opportunities, Washington, D.C. Website: http://www.energybizforum.com/  

Mar 20-21 2012 Indoor Air Quality Conference, Augusta, ME. Website: http://www.miaqc.org/2012-
maine-iaq-conference  

http://www.euec.com/index.aspx
http://www.climateleadershipconference.org/
http://www.maritimesymposium.com/
http://www.haafii.org/Upcoming_Conferences.html?utm_source=General&utm_campaign=34930df9a9-Jan_2012_Enews&utm_medium=email
http://www.haafii.org/Upcoming_Conferences.html?utm_source=General&utm_campaign=34930df9a9-Jan_2012_Enews&utm_medium=email
http://healthycommunitiesforum.weebly.com/?utm_source=General&utm_campaign=34930df9a9-Jan_2012_Enews&utm_medium=email
http://healthycommunitiesforum.weebly.com/?utm_source=General&utm_campaign=34930df9a9-Jan_2012_Enews&utm_medium=email
http://www.advancedautobat.com/conferences/automotive-battery-conference-2012/index.html
http://www.advancedautobat.com/conferences/automotive-battery-conference-2012/index.html
http://www.sae.org/hybrid
https://conference.stagedrightevents.com/Registration/default.aspx?id=QrMT6idQdkGnek1AHg3qdw
https://conference.stagedrightevents.com/Registration/default.aspx?id=QrMT6idQdkGnek1AHg3qdw
http://www.nationalethanolconference.com/
http://www.cleanair.hamilton.ca/default.asp?id=42
http://www.calstart.org/events/calstart-events/Green-Truck-Summit.aspx
http://www.tlsummit.org/
http://www.energybizforum.com/
http://www.miaqc.org/2012-maine-iaq-conference
http://www.miaqc.org/2012-maine-iaq-conference


Mar 21 2012 Air Quality Conference: Lawn Care, Landscaping & Air Quality, Fresno, CA. 
Website: http://www.valleyair.org/Symposiums/2012-LawnCare-
Conference/Main.htm  

Mar 27-28 Electric Vehicles: Land, Sea & Air USA 2012, San Jose, CA. Website: 
http://www.idtechex.com/electric-vehicles-usa-12/ev.asp  

Mar 29 13
th

 Annual “Advancing the Choice Expo,” Temecula, CA. For more information, 
call (951) 955-8306. 

April 2012 

Apr 13-15 Navigating the American Carbon World, Los Angeles, CA. Website: 
http://www.nacw2011.org/  

Apr 19-20 Next Generation Batteries 2012, “Application Driven Development of New Battery 
Chemistries & System Designs – Lithium & Beyond,” Location TBA, USA. Website: 
http://www.knowledgefoundation.com/viewevents.php?event_id=275&act=evt  

Apr 24-26 SAE 2012 World Congress, “Get Connected,” Detroit, MI. Website: 

http://www.sae.org/congress/  

Apr 26-27 Green California Summit and Exposition, “Building a Green Future for the Golden State,” 
Sacramento, CA. Website: http://www.green-technology.org/gcsummit/index.html  

May 2012 

May 6-9 26
th
 Int’l Electric Vehicle Symposium & Exposition Los Angeles, CA. Website: 

http://www.evs26.org  

May 14-17 2012 Alternative Clean Transportation (ACT) Expo, Long Beach, CA. Website: 
www.ACTExpo.com  

May 14-17 National Air Quality Conference, Ambient Monitoring 2012, Denver, CO.  Website: 
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/2012conference/2012-Save-the-Date.html  

May 21-23 Global Conference on Oceans, Climate and Security, Boston, MA. Website: 
http://www.gcocs.org/  

June 2012 

Jun 4-7 International Fuel Ethanol Workshop & Expo, Minneapolis, MN. Website: 
http://www.fuelethanolworkshop.com/ema/DisplayPage.aspx?pageId=Home  

Jun 25-29 Sixth Int’l Conference on Environmental Science & Technology, Houston, TX. Website: 
http://www.aasci.org/conference/env/2012/index.html  

September 2012 

 

October 2012 

Sep30-Oct5 EcoSummit 2012, 4
th
 Int’l Ecosummit Ecological Sustainability Summit, Columbus, OH. 

Website: http://www.ecosummit2012.org/  

Oct 12-13 Under Western Skies 2, “Environment, Community and Culture in North America,” 
Alberta, Canada. Website: http://skies.mtroyal.ca/  

Oct 24-26 HHP Summit 2012: Natural Gas for High Horsepower Applications, Houston, TX. 
Website: http://www.hhpsummit.com/  

April 2013 

Apr 16-19 17th Int’l Conference & Exhibition on LNG, Houston, TX. Website: 
http://www.lng17.org/  

 

http://www.valleyair.org/Symposiums/2012-LawnCare-Conference/Main.htm
http://www.valleyair.org/Symposiums/2012-LawnCare-Conference/Main.htm
http://www.idtechex.com/electric-vehicles-usa-12/ev.asp
http://www.nacw2011.org/
http://www.knowledgefoundation.com/viewevents.php?event_id=275&act=evt
http://www.sae.org/congress/
http://www.green-technology.org/gcsummit/index.html
http://www.evs26.org/
http://www.actexpo.com/
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/2012conference/2012-Save-the-Date.html
http://www.gcocs.org/
http://www.fuelethanolworkshop.com/ema/DisplayPage.aspx?pageId=Home
http://www.aasci.org/conference/env/2012/index.html
http://www.ecosummit2012.org/
http://skies.mtroyal.ca/
http://www.hhpsummit.com/
http://www.lng17.org/


 

For the latest updates on the listed conferences, please call the conference contact person 
directly. 

Last updated 1/25/12 (Items in bold were recently added). 
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